MEDIA ALERT: MINISTER TO OFFICIATE NATIONAL YOUTH CHEFS TRAINING PROGRAMME
GRADUATION CEREMONY

The Minister of Tourism, Marthinus van Schalkwyk, will officiate the class of 2011 National Youth Chefs
Training Programme Graduation Ceremony to be held in the Western Cape on the 1st of March 2012.
The Graduation Ceremony marks the culmination of this successful project and is testament to the
department’s commitment to building the economy.

The National Department of Tourism (NDT) in conjunction with the South African Chefs Association
(SACA) embarked on the nation-wide training programme following the Tourism Skills Audit Report of
2007, which identified professional cookery or chef qualifications as one of the scarce skills in the
tourism industry. Eight hundred (800) unemployed youth beneficiaries were selected to participate in
the programme which has now culminated in the graduation of the successful candidates.

The Minister will also announce the implementation of phase two which sees the intake of five hundred
new entrants who will be recruited and selected for 2012/2013 financial year period.

Members of the media are cordially invited to the Graduation Ceremony as follows:

Date: Thursday, 01 March 2012
Time: 12h30
Venue: Cape Town Hotel School Granger Bay

To RSVP, contact

Natasha Rockman, 021 465 7240 / 076 429 2264, nrockman@tourism.gov.za
Natasha N Rockman

Deputy Director: Communications

Ministry of Tourism - South Africa

Tel: 27 21 4657240

Cell: 27 76 429 2264

Email: nrockman@tourism.gov.za



